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Spinnaker employees recently received the highest honors a col-
lege publication can earn. The events took place in New Orleans, 
late in October — a week saturated with inspiration, spent with 

the people I work with: the friends in my life who inspire me most.
I remember very few details of the award ceremony. Really, I can only 

recall the points where the woman on stage announced our organiza-
tion’s name into the microphone. Each time I heard our name, my per-
ception would become softly lit and fuzzy around the edges. 
At the time, I wasn’t capable of perceiving what it meant for us. The 

meaning couldn’t penetrate the disorienting smoke that was that wom-
an’s voice: “s-s-s-p–i–n–n–a–k–e–r.”
The fog has dissipated, and this is what I see: The 36th and final year 

of Spinnaker as a weekly newspaper culminated with top honors — a 
Pacemaker. As this era of Spinnaker journalism approached a major 
reconstruction, one of our final three newspapers was determined the 
Best of Show among Four-year Weekly Tabloid entrants (my first issue 
as Editor in Chief, I can’t keep from including).
This is monumental for our media organization and for our univer-

sity. In terms of the various criteria with which student organizations 
are compared, judged and ranked, Spinnaker could not have done 
any better. Our work throughout ‘12-’13 was some of the best in the 
nation in our category. Our newspaper is the best weekly tabloid of  
the semester.
I don’t feel comfortable saying any of that, but that is exactly what 

these awards imply. Because none among our staff (as far as I know) 
expected this turnout, it has been strangely difficult to accept this merit 

and believe in its implications — I mean, seriously, ‘how the hell and 
why did this happen?’ But we must be doing something right, and 
should probably ride that idiom into some self-recognition for our-
selves as a competent media organization. I guess we are capable of 
creating something worthy, or nice, etc..
At this point in history, the Spinnaker as a weekly newspaper repre-

sents the best work in the nation, according to the ACP. But it’s not 
a newspaper anymore. For the first time in our history, we are pub-
lishing as a monthly magazine. And it appears we have made the  
transition well.
The Spinnaker’s inaugural issue received the honor of third place in 

Best of Show among feature magazine entrants — directly behind the 
University of Miami’s Distraction, which had served as a model exam-
ple for us in our research. This is overwhelming for us.
One era has ended as well as was ever possible; another era has begun 

better than we had hoped it would. This was all confirmed in the course 
of two days, in the list of hundreds of names and in a few pivotal awards.
The Spinnaker is stepping up, and I have decided it is time for me to 

step down. I hope you enjoy what the Spinnaker has become. 
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bEFORE yOU RECyClE
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unfSPInnAKeR.CoM

awarded by the associated collegiate press:
 2013 and 2010 Pacemaker Award

Third Place in 2013 Best of Show for feature Magazine
first Place in 2013 Best of Show for weekly Tabloid newspaper

finalist for 2013 online pacemaker award
Nominated for 2012 best online, streaming-only 

college radio station by college music Journal (cmJ)

#MYSPINNAKERMAG

Are you on Instagram? We are, too @unfspinnaker. 
Hashtag #myspinnakermag for a chance to be 
featured in the magazine and on our Instagram.
Prizes to be announced.

from the #unfspinnaker feed 

FRoM toP lEFt, lEFt to RIGht.
@unfspinnaker, @christinemcfaul, 
@unfsurfteam, @peestuca

unf SPInnAKeR HAS Been DeeMeD “THe BeST” 

I’m goIng to make lIke  

our newspaper and retIre on top

letter from the
editor

jacoB harn   outgoing editor in chief

Behind the cover

RAnDy RATAJ PRACTICeS on HIS 

CHIef  TeST SuBJeCT AS I GeT A 

KILLeR SeLfIe.
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police beat
find all campus shenanigans online

2  october 2 - marijuana oSPRey CoVe
Student Richard Luke Miele was arrested and charged with a 
second degree felony for cultivating marijuana within 1,000 
ft. of a university.
An officer dispatched to a drug investigation in osprey Cove 

discovered a marijuana plant growing in a pot. The officer met 
with a resident assistant and a residence life coordinator, as 
well as two unf students.
Miele admitted to owning the marijuana plant as well as 

some drug paraphernalia. The other student admitted to 
owning a pipe containing marijuana residue.
Miele was arrested and then booked at Duval County Jail. The 

second student was given a notice to appear. Both students 
were referred to Student Conduct.
If convicted of a second degree felony, Miele could be 

sentenced to up to 15 years in prison and fined up to $10,000.

3 octoboer 7 - dispute/assault oSPRey founTAInS
A student was involved in multiple confrontations with two of 
her roommates and claimed to be a victim of assault. 
The victim said in the latest verbal confrontation, the suspect 

pulled her by the arm into the hallway, but the victim started 
to swing at the suspect in an attempt to get away. 
The second roommate and the suspect were on the first 

floor when the victim approached the pair, calling them “n—
–s.” The victim also said “That’s why I don’t hang with black 
people: because they are trash.”
uPD’s report identified the suspect, the victim and the second 

roommate as black.
The suspect and the second roommate then approached the 

RA, who immediately contacted the resident life coordinator.
The victim said she wanted to pursue assault charges against 

the suspect. The RA and RLC talked to all those involved in the 
confrontation and made the decision not to move the victim. 
The case was referred to the State Attorney’s office.

4 october 10 - harrassment BuILDInG 41
on Sept. 19, a unf associate professor received two 
suspicious emails from an individual who claimed to be an 
fBI agent. In the emails, the sender said they had placed an 
undercover agent in the professor’s unf class and requested 
the professor’s phone number. The professor met with uPD 
Sept. 20. By request of uPD, she emailed the alleged agent, 
telling him she did not want him to contact her. The alleged 
agent sent her a third email that day. The professor forwarded 
the email to uPD and said she was afraid someone was 
watching her.
on the night of Sept. 22, the professor was at home with her 

husband when the doorbell rang. Her husband went to the 
door and saw a silver car driven by a short, black female, who 
was accompanied by a male.
on Sept. 23, the professor spoke to an officer again. She 

recalled an unusual conversation she had with a particular 
student. uPD was able to identify the student, and a detective 
contacted her and asked her to come in for an interview. She 
consented and, in a Sept. 24 meeting, was asked specific 
questions regarding her contact with the professor. She 
denied sending the emails and going to the professor’s house. 
uPD told the student not to contact the professor outside  
of class.
on Sept. 27, uPD was told that the first email had been 

traced to a lab network on campus. The information showed 
that the interviewed student was using the computer during 
the time the first email was sent. uPD scheduled another 
meeting with the student for oct. 1. After the student initially 
signed a written statement that denied her involvement, the 
interviewing officer said he was going to seek a subpoena 
for the student’s cellular and internet service, following the 
meeting. The student then altered her previous statements 
and admitted her involvement.
Criminal charges were not filed, as it was decided that the 

case would be best handled through Student Conduct and the 
Counseling Center. The case was cleared oct. 8.

1 october 9 - stalking oSPRey CRoSSInGS  
a student called upd after receiving a package of  
beauty products.
the student said a former acquaintance was stalking 

her. the suspect had been downloading and re-posting 
photos of the victim from facebook. he commented on her 
appearance on each photo. the posts implied they were 
romantically involved. the victim sent the suspect at least 
one message telling him she was not interested.
the victim then received a package in the mail from the 

suspect. the package contained beauty products, a plastic 

rose, earrings, a card telling the victim the suspect loved 
her and a two-page letter with hand-drawn flowers along 
the bottom half of the paper.
in the letter, the suspect asked if she was a virgin, and 

if she had sexual relations with any of her ex-boyfriends. 
he also asked her to take a picture of her hair and send it  
to him.
the victim blocked the suspect from her facebook and 

twitter. she also contacted the state attorney’s office, 
requesting that the suspect be banned from contact with 
her on social media sites and banned from campus.

1

2

34
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[ timeline ]a Month in review
a condensed look at
the most important news
of the month.
see complete stories at 
unfspinnaker.com

race affecting rush

in september 2013, two university of ala-
bama students claimed they were denied 
admission into a sorority based on their 
race, leading the university to change its 
rush process.

by ashley Dewolf

B&a highlights

$6,521 — amount granted for travel 
requests made by three individual stu-
dents, as well as the student nutrition 
club, unf’s national society of black en-
gineers, unf club soccer and the stu-
dent Physical therapy association 

$2,400 — amount of travel request de-
nied to the society of hispanic Profes-
sional engineers to attend a conference 
in indianapolis, in on oct. 30. the request 
was heard again in the oct. 11 senate 
meeting, this time for $2,465, and was ap-
proved 24-8.

by alexis mccartNey, braNDoN thigpeN

parking lot security cameras not 
for recognizing faces

after a series of burglaries in lots 55 
and 10, uPd was unable to identify any 
suspects, although there was security 
footage of the crime scenes. charles 
strudel, interim chief of uPd said, 
“there are technologies where you can 
probably get some better pictures, but 
i don’t think we have any of those new  
technology cameras.” 

by rebecca roDriguez

campus voyeurism court update

joshua hott appeared at the duval coun-
ty courthouse oct. 8 and pleaded guilty to 
video voyeurism charges. his request to 
travel was granted. his sentence will be 
determined dec. 2 at 9 a.m.

by rebecca roDriguez

too few applicants for  
Sg elections

“there’s not going to be a contested 
election, but there is an election,” senate 
President christopher brady said.
for an election to occur there need to 
be 20 or more candidates to contest the 
20 senate seats going up for election. 
those who are already in office will win  
by acclamation. 

by carter roush

unf student caught in child  
sex sting

criminal justice senior jared snow was 
charged with two felonies after  traveling 
to meet a minor and engage in an unlaw-
ful sexual act. snow was registered for 
classes but withdrew from all of them 
oct. 16.

rebecca roDriguez

unf purchases 3d printer

the printer cost about $2,000, and the 
process of designing the model on the 
computer and printing the object takes 
multiple days. students can use the print-
er only if a faculty member is involved in 
the project.

by Natalie logaN

State control of public  
universities

student body President carlo fassi 
said a june 2013 report presented at 
the sept. 12 florida board of governors 
meeting favors more state control over  
public universities.

by rebecca roDriguez

water filling stations promote 
sustainability

Physical facilities finished installing 18 
new hydration water stations around 
campus oct. 29. the installation began 
30 days before. funding for the stations 
came from student government, health 
Promotions, auxiliary services and unf’s 
contract with Pepsi.

by rebecca roDriguez

upd monitoring surveillance 
cameras

in a 2012 uPd departmental correspond-
ence, an unnamed, now-former, em-
ployee said she and lt. Mike gwynes 
watched surveillance monitors and made 
derogatory comments about students 
based on their clothing.

by Natalie logaN

robbed by a 5-foot-3 female, 
possibly with a handgun

three students reported being robbed on 
the morning of oct. 20, as the students 
were traveling toward the osprey foun-
tains dorms. the suspect was described 
as a white, blonde female.

by cameroN czerkiewiczt unf Surf team places 5th over-
all in new Smyrna

falling at the fins of unf were uf, ucf, 
fau, fit, stetson and daytona state col-
lege, among others. brandon onesky, 
emily rupert, and Patrick kelly each fin-
ished 1st in their divisions.

by spiNNaker staff

oct 4

oct 4

oct 9

oct 10

oct 16

oct 21

oct 26

oct 28

oct 30

graphic by speNcer golbach
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falsified senate attendance 
BY Brandon thigpen and aShleY dewoolf   
staff reporters 

Aaron Anderson and Justin Turner submitted 
false attendance records for the Oct. 4 Budget 
& Allocations meeting. The two students were 
seeking reelection for Senate seats and were 
required to attend the meeting in full. 
Fransua Estrada, now former Budget & Al-

locations Chairman, approved Anderson and 
Turner’s attendance records for the B&A 
meeting. Student Body President Carlo Fas-
si, in an issuance of noncompliance emailed 
at 4:34 p.m. Oct. 11, said “Chairman Estrada 
signed multiple candidate attendance docu-
ments, despite knowing said candidates failed 
to attend his full committee meeting.” 
Senate President Christopher Brady sent 

an email to Fassi at 5:22 p.m. the same day, 
saying, “Effective immediately, Fransua Es-
trada is no longer serving as the Budget &  
Allocations Chairman.”

at first:
Estrada said he signed the records because he 
knew the senators understood what was hap-
pening at the meeting. “I know legally I did 
something wrong,” Estrada said.
A court hearing was scheduled for Oct. 24, 

where Estrada, Anderson and Turner would go 
before Student Government’s judicial branch.

Estrada did not attend his court hearing.

then: 
Due to Estrada’s absence, the case was dis-
missed.
“I didn’t need to attend,” Estrada said. 

“What I did was legal and I can fully justify 
what I did,” Estrada said. “The actual packet 
[for a Senatorial Candidate] says that [the 
candidate] has to attend two full committee 
meetings, but the constitution only said they 
have to attend the meeting, not stay for the  
full time.”
Senate Candidates must attend one full Sen-

ate meeting and two full committee meetings, 
according to article 607.2 B of the Student 
Government Constitution.

Senators: “They are responsible for allocat-
ing and overseeing the $4.5 million dollar  
Activity and Service Fee Budget. Each sena-
tor is required to serve on various committees 
in the Senate representing different student 
concerns.”
(Source: UNF Student Government)

BY Blake Middleton staff reporter

the past: 
The pocket park replaces trailer offices 
that used to occupy the space.

the plan:
Walkways will intersect through greenery 
and a circle with benches will be in  
the middle.

the reason:
To increase greenery rather  
than pavement.

the cost:
An estimated $200,000, including utilities 
and underground work.

the completion:
Due to be finished by Dec.15.

source: Zak ovadia, director of Campus planning 

design and Construction

fransua estrada (right):

The B&A Chair was dismissed from his position after approving Senators’ falsified  

attendance records. Student Body President Carlo fassi sits on the left. 

pocket 
park uNDer 
coNstructioN 
betweeN the 
uNf greeN aND 
physical facilities

contact  Brandon Thigpen and Ashley Dewoolf

news@unfspinnaker.com

Post your opinions to the story online

contact  Blake Middleton

reporter32@unfspinnaker.com

Post your opinions to the story online

photos courtesy of lyDia moNier (left) aND the sg website (right)
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the ‘get it done’ drug
stories of adderall from anonymous students and expert analysis 

adderall at unf: what the officialS SaY:

BY eMilia hitchner   staff reporter 

Adderall is no longer just a drug to treat ADHD — now it’s  
treating college.
A Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administrationa-

tional survey found approximately six percent of college students  
between the ages of 18 and 22 admitted to using Adderall without  

 
prescription — 90 percent of those reported binge-drinking and heavy   
alcohol intake.
The stimulant is typically prescribed to increase concentration and 

decrease hyperactivity. In recent years it has become popular and easy 
to come by among college students hoping to pack a semester’s worth 
of studying into one week. 

JACKSONVILLE’S 
HOOKAH HEADQUARTERS

10150 Beach Blvd.
904 997 9914

311 Blanding Blvd.
904 375 0158

Monday-Saturday
9am-10pm

Sunday
11am-8pm
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cigarette 
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specialty 
tobacco
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cloves
$4.95 
dvds
music
books
&much
more!

contact  emilia Hitchner at

reporter7@unfspinnaker.com 

Post your opinions to the story online

“i was approached multiple times on campus at unf and asked 
for adderall. People are very open about adderall in general. 
students are faced with a question. study beforehand and be 
prepared, or take adderall. i don’t think it’s a bad thing if you 
have something very important to do and you need to stay up 
for it. the problem is that students are relying on it and their 
reliance is what will get them in trouble because they are trying 
to get it again and again.”

”i know plenty of kids who are on it, it’s like part of their diet. if 
i wanted it, i could call my friend and just give her five bucks 
or something. i’ll take it before i study, and all i focus on is my 
book. i won’t look at my phone, nothing but the book. you have 
to understand, a lot of these peoples’ lives are crazy. working, 
going to school: it’s not easy. the thing is, people know plenty 
about other prescription drugs, and not enough about adder-
all. i feel like doctors need to give more information about it  
before it’s prescribed.”

[ review ]

BY daniel woodhouSe   staff reporter 

Gravity takes place in the thermosphere. The 
story revolves around two astronauts trying 
to get back to Earth. Astronauts Ryan Stone 
(Sandra Bullock), Matt Kowalski (George 
Clooney) and the rest of their crew on the 
Hubble Telescope, are installing some proto-
type space thing (I’m not a rocket scientist, so 
I don’t know what). The Russians decide the 
best way to destroy one of their defunct satel-
lites is to launch a missile at it. Unfortunately, 
this causes the debris to be hurled around the 
Earth, destroying most of the other satellites 
as it heads toward the astronauts. I’m not go-
ing to explain how this works, because A: I’m 
still in intro to physics, and B: just wiki the 
Kessler Syndrome.
The debris kills most of the astronauts and 

incapacitates their shuttle. Stranded and with 
no way to communicate with Houston, Stone 
and Kowalski must use a single thruster pack 
to get back to the International Space Station 
before the debris finishes its orbit.
Alfonso Cuaron, director of one of my top 

10 favorite films, Children of Men, takes the 
wheel of this sci-fi thriller with his co-writer 
and son Jonas Cuaron. The Cuarons perfect-
ly capture both the look and sound of outer 
space — and when I say sound, I mean no 

sound other than the comms between Kow-
alski and Stone. The silence adds to the real-
ism when the debris silently rips through the 
shuttle — the only sounds are the astronauts’ 
voices as they try to escape.
Bullock and Clooney both give amazing per-

formances as two astronauts racing against 
the clock to get home. Clooney brings his usu-
al charisma as the smooth and calm Kowalski. 
Bullock is much more emotional as Stone, 
who breaks easily under the pressure of their 
circumstances, but is still able to demonstrate 
a resolve to live.
Cinematographer Emmanuel Lubezki, who 

previously collaborated with Cuaron on Chil-

dren of Men, returns to bring his signature 
single-shot camera sequences. These put us in 
the perspective of the character and make the 
viewer fear what we can’t see outside of their 
immediate vicinity.
Gravity is one of the best films I’ve seen this 

year. Cuaron reminds us that space may be 
a source of wonder, but that doesn’t mean it 
shouldn’t be feared.

Gravity  preSentS 
a great caSe for aStrophoBia

contact  Daniel Woodhouse 

reporter16@unfspinnaker.com

Post your opinions to the story online

photo courtesy of facebookphoto courtesy of wiki commoNs aND raNDy rataJ

because add isn’t rigorously tested for, it’s easy to obtain 
through lying and even easier to abuse. cornrich also said, 
“[adderall users] aren’t criminals. they’re college kids trying to 
advance their careers.”

interim director of the unf counseling center, said unf doesn’t 
prescribe stimulant drugs to students. since adderall is com-
monly abused on college campuses, unf chooses to direct 
students seeking the drug to a psychiatrist in the area. 

Police records from the past year show two incidents involv-
ing students caught on campus for having adderall without a 
prescription. he said possession of the drug is a felony and can 
result in an arrest.

jonathan pester, unf alum: 

missie igottafriend,  advertising junior: 

bruce cornrich, pharmacist:

michael malec 

interim director of unf counseling center: 

sergeant dwayne howard 

of the university police department: 

according to cornich, adderall uSage can:
•  Increases heart rate and blood pressure 
•  Stop production of natural chemicals
•  Become addictive when abused
•  Cause severe withdrawal symptoms
•  Lead to depression
•  Cause suicidal thoughts
•  Cause seizures
•  Induce comas 
•  Bring on heart attacks

sPace is wondrous and terrifying
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photo by alexis mirephoto by raNDy rataJ

artist Profile: alexiS Mire
finding love in more than just photography

BY caSSidY thoMaS   reporter 

From a small hobby, Alexis Mire created a whole new creative outlet 
for herself and could have never guessed the amount of possibilities 
she had waiting for her just beyond the realm of her personal profile.
Alexis, or Lexi, is a well-known senior photography major around 

UNF, and has been snapping pictures since the glory days of MySpace. 
Since she was a teenager, she’s been taking self-portraits and photos of 
her friends.
“My friends kind of grew out of it, but I would still take pictures be-

cause I thought it was fun.”
Flickr, a popular online photo sharing website, was where Mire found 

a beginning for her photo career. “After my MySpace phase, I was rec-
ommended Flickr by a friend.” After a year of hesitation with the ac-
count, she revisited Flickr and began to post.
Her first few uploads were just an experimentation and once she be-

gan to explore the groups and other photographers on Flickr, she be-
came intrigued. “I saw all these photographers, who were my age and 
even younger, and they were making awesome work and I was like, ‘I 
have to get in on this,’” which led Mire to starting her first 365 project.
“You take a photo everyday for a year, which is strenuous, but I 

immensely grew from it,” she said. Her 365 project showcases many 

of her talents for photography and shows off her signature style of 
self-portraits. Mire’s 365 project is filled with delicate and interesting 
photos that can still be found on her Flickr today. Her 365 project 
received a lot of attention and now has over 8,000 views. “Since then, 
I’ve gotten a Tumblr and got a following over time so it was a big part 
of my life.”
From her Flickr, Mire gained a pretty impressive following. The fans 

of her work watched her on all of her social media outlets as she pro-
duced more and more astonishing and captivating pieces, such as one 
of her most popular pieces, “Aquarius,”(p. 18).
Through this, Mire made online friendships all over the country and 

even found love. “I met my boyfriend through Flickr when I was 17 
and people began to follow us because people love people in love,”  
Mire said. “He lived in California and I lived in Florida, so he actually 
moved across the country so he could be with me,” she said. After this, 
the romance gained a lot of attention and was the beginning of other 
online friendships.
Love wasn’t the only thing she found through social media. Mire has 

traveled to see some of her best friends that she found through her 
work and met when she was only 15. She had started to organize small-
er meetups in different areas with her online friends and connected 
with many of her followers.

Then, last March, Mire flew out to New York 
City for the first time to stay with a friend 
she’d met through Flickr. During her stay, she 
organized her biggest meetup yet with a turn-
out of 45 talented photographers. They gath-
ered to take pictures with her and talk about 
what they all had in common: an appreciation 
for Mire’s photography.
“We just roamed all over Central Park, just 

taking pictures of each other. It was so much 
fun,” Mire said. “I love being able to meet peo-
ple to talk about art and explore art together.”
Mire has big plans for the next phase of her 

photography. She hopes to back away from 
taking primarily self portraits and move to-
ward art and art history. “I think it’d be re-
ally interesting to make all these references  

because it makes your art even more relat-
able,” She said. Just recently, Mire uploaded 
a set of saints that she’d been inspired to cre-
ate from her study abroad trip to Italy this 
past summer. The set can be found on her 
Flickr stream and was recently featured in the 
Southlight Gallery in downtown Jacksonville.
Mire owes much of her following to Flickr 

and other social media outlets. She was 
ranked number six on photocritic.org’s “25 
Flickr Accounts Worth Following,” drawing 
even more web traffic to her page. She still 
works with Flickr and even began another 
365 project more recently, but left it unfin-
ished. “I think a 365 is where you grow and 
learn a lot, but now I know what I want, so I 
don’t really need that,” she said.

Now, Mire is more focused on trying out 
other mediums, such as fabrication and ma-
nipulation, and is hoping to draw inspiration 
for another series. “You can’t just stop making 
art; you can’t just stop because something you 
made is really nice. The next one you make 
might not be so great, but eventually you’ll hit 
a goldmine.”
After Mire graduates, she plans on moving to 

California to be with her boyfriend. She lit up 
instantly when she mentioned how she hopes 
to create her own photo studio to continue on 
with her photography. 

contact  Cassidy Thomas at

 reporter28@unfspinnaker.com 

Post your opinions to the story online

1    (opposite page) lexi mire sits next to 
herself sitting in a bathtub. “Quiet things” 
features one of the many elaborate 
scenes mire has constructed for her self-
portraits.

2    (left) “stay” is part of mire’s the Cotton 
series. mire and ryan Jay, her boyfriend, 
who she met through flickr, pose on an 
installation intended to create the illusion 
of a dream world. “at first glance, the 
images seem totally irrational, but upon 
further inspection the viewer can discover 
the little hints that show how the cotton 
was hung or installed,” mire said of the 
series.

flickr followers      35,122
flickr views      11,196,964
instagram followers      2,593

1

2

the StatS
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[ showcase ]

BY randY rataj   photo editor 

randy rataj: can you briefly describe your work?

aleXis mire:  i do mainly self portraits. i do stage photography, 

so i like to build my sets and design my costuming: just basically 

create something in front of the camera and pose in my image. 

so most of my work is of myself; it’s all a fantasy.

rr: Do you work in any other mediums?

am:  Not really. i tried printmaking. i really liked printmaking for 

the physical aspect of it. i paint sometimes, but photo is mainly 

my thing. i do digital and film.

rr:  you make a lot of installations for your work, so that’s kind 

of like a sculpture.

am:  those sculptures i make — i guess they’re like installations 

but they’re ghetto-rigged. i make them just for the visual aspect 

so they don’t really hold up over time, which is why i don’t con-

sider myself a sculptor. i do that on purpose though.

rr: what are some future plans for your work?

am:  i really want to start making big, big stuff. right now i’m 

working really small scale in the studio at school, but i would 

love to find larger locations, and plan out scenes with a lot of 

people, and make really intricate lighting, and tell bigger stories, 

like gregory crewdson, but i don’t have a million dollars to do it.

rr: is gregory crewdson someone who inspires you?

am:  yeah absolutely. he makes these giant movies sets. basi-

cally all the lighting, all the cast and crew just for one picture. 

it’s kind of overkill but i like that about it. he has total, complete 

control over everything in his images.

her work can be seen at
student union east in the hallway gallery on the second floor

alexismire.com

sealegslegssea.tumblr.com

flickr.com/photos/sealegssnapshots

@sealegslexi

contact  Randy Rataj 

photo@unfspinnaker.com
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words with
the artist

photo by alexis mire

“aQuarius”
part of mire’s the Home series, where she used a wooden frame to explore the idea of home and place. she took the frame to various 
locations and created self-portraits inside of it. “aquarius” was created in the lake at the nature trails on campus.
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[ PROFIlE ]

BY andrew nicholS   staff reporter 

The score was 1-1 in the 87th minute of the 1991 FIFA 
Women’s World Cup — USA was playing in the final 
against Norway. The intensity of the game was over-
whelming as a crowd of 65,000 watched at Tianhe Sta-
dium in Guangzhou, China.
With only three minutes left, forward Michelle  

Akers scored the goal and won USA the World 
Championship, 2-1.
UNF Women’s Soccer head coach Linda Hamilton 

was one of the USA players celebrating in Tianhe Sta-
dium when the final whistle blew.
“There’s something a bit indescribable when you look 

down and see your country’s colors on your chest and 
hear your anthem,” Hamilton said. “China really rolled 
out the red carpet for us and made it feel like a world 
event even though the rest of the world, especially in 
the U.S., didn’t really know about it.”

The sporting world was still relatively unfamiliar with 
women’s soccer when Hamilton transferred from being 
a three-time All-American at North Carolina State to a 
University of North Carolina player. Hamilton earned her 
fourth All-American honor and won a National Champi-
onship under Tar Heel head coach Anson Dorrance.
When Dorrance was appointed as the national team 

head coach for the historic 1991 World Cup, she knew 
Hamilton would be a part of it.
“She was absolutely tough as nails — just one of the 

most aggressive and toughest kids I ever recruited. 
When I was appointed national head coach, she was 
an easy choice,” Dorrance said. “I knew she would take 
care of whoever she was matched up against.”
The USA defense only allowed five goals during the 

tournament and never lost a game. Dorrance said they 
played a 3-4-3 formation, using two marking backs and 
a sweeper. Hamilton was a marking back.
Dorrance assembled one of the most talented teams 

the USA has ever seen — a team that would eventu-
ally feature superstars Mia Hamm, Brandi Chastain, 
Julie Foudy and Kristine Lilly. “We were a bunch of 
unknowns. You just had to be a soccer fan if you knew 
who we were,” Hamilton said.

photos by ali blumeNthal

uNf’s golDeN coach: 
            a part of history

linda hamilton

The unf women’s soccer coach 

is devoted to the sport. Her 

commitment paid off with her 

50th career win this semester.

“We blended Hamilton in with the collection of kids and had almost 
a perfect storm of different personalities that just blended well to-
gether,” Dorrance said. “It was cool for us to be world champions in 
a world sport.”
“We used to work summer camps to stay fit for playing because, at the 

time, there was no professional league. You had to get used to training 
yourself,” Hamilton said.
Hamilton credits Dorrance, a 21-time national champion coach, with 

getting her involved in coaching.
She earned her 50th career win this season and feels this year is something 

special since the seniors of the team were her first intentional recruits.
Heather Botelho of Palm Bay was one of Hamilton’s recruits. “She 

brings a lot of experience to the bench and tells us her stories, so that 
gives us a huge insight on the championships she’s won,” Botelho said. 
“It feels good to always have someone behind you, wanting the best 
out of you. She’s always pushing you to do your best.”
“There weren’t nearly as many college teams. There weren’t environ-

ments that were there for youth development,” Hamilton said. “I think 
for us, we had been doing it and training as this unknown, so [the World 
Cup] was the next step for us.”
Since then, the USWNT has earned six World Cup medals: two gold, one 

silver and three bronze. HBO’s sports documentary Dare to Dream men-
tions Hamilton’s 1991 team as a key part of the history of women’s soccer.
“My playing days were what they were and I was so lucky to play the 

game with, who I think were, some of the best players in the world that 
have ever played the game,” Hamilton said.

contact  Andrew nichols

reporter4@unfspinnaker.com

Post your opinions to the story online

linda hamilton

Was on the 1991 World Cup soccer team. Their win helped 

women’s soccer come to prominance in the sporting world.

“She was absolutely tough as nails.” 
- anson dorrance
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photos by ali blumeNthal

2013 -’14 SeaSon Schedule
nov. 8 at florida
nov. 11 at ualr
nov. 13 at Mtsu
nov. 16 Southern

nov. 18 Savannah State

nov. 21 webber intrenational

nov. 26 at savannah state
nov. 29 at ohio state
dec. 2 edward waters

dec. 4 at alabama
dec. 7 at indiana
dec. 17 at Michigan state
dec. 21 Bethune-cookman

dec. 30 kennesaw State university

jan. 1 Mercer

jan. 4 at lipscomb
jan. 6 at northern kentucky

After the FGCU champion team knocked UNF 
out in the first round of the 2013 A-Sun Tourna-
ment, nine players retired their UNF jerseys. 
The close of the season left head coach Mat-

thew Driscoll with just five returning players.
Such a large turnover of players is a daunting 

task to overcome for any program. Nonetheless, 
Driscoll and his assistant coaches were able to 
bring in freshmen and transfers from across the 
Southeast, putting together a squad of promis-
ing contenders to join the returning players.

a couple of veterans 

and freshman from the 

reconstructed team

from left to right clockwise:

DeMARCuS DAnIeLS

RoMeLo BAnKS

CHRIS DAVenPoRT 

CHARLeS MCRoy

Young 
and 
lifted
SToRy By JoSH BRAnnoCK

PHoToS By ALI BLuMenTHAL

2 on 2: 
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Word on the Tweet : Men’s Basketball

follow @spinnakersports on                   and

contact  Josh Brannock

sports@unfspinnaker.com

Post your opinions to the story online

chris davenport

fReSHMAn; HeIGHT 6’7”

projected 
starting five

coach Matthew driscoll
2012-2013 record

(4th season)
13-19
asun 8-10

poS. plaYer height claSS Major

f travis wallace* 6’6” sr. criminal justice

Pg devin wilson 5’11” jr. (tnsf) sport Management

f Beau Beech* 6’8” so. business Management

f demarcus daniels 6’7” so. biology

g aaron bodager 6’5” fr. (rs) finance
*returning starters

With more depth, and every starting spot still 
up for grabs, Driscoll might go back to a rota-
tion seen two years ago. Two different rotations 
of starting worthy talent will force teams in the 
conference to leave players out longer to keep 
UNF’s advantage of depth at a minimum.
No one knows how the season will play 

out, but this new team is sure to give specta-
tors  some dynamic play at the UNF Arena. 
With star shooter Parker Smith now gone, the 
team will look to get scoring from everyone 
on the roster.

demarcus daniels

SoPHoMoRe; HeIGHT 6’7”

chriS davenport
If you search for Davenport on 
YouTube, you will be directed to 
videos of his junior year mixtapes. 
The tapes are littered with dunk 
after high-flying dunk, as Daven-
port shows off his athletics, giving 
Daniels a run for his money on 
leaping ability.
He will need to polish his out-

side game and learn the nuances 
of the college game quickly. He 
should be a regular sub for Dan-
iels. He basically has the same 
skill set and body type as Daniels.

 

roMello BankS
At 6-foot-11, Banks is the tallest 
player to dawn a UNF jersey yet. 
Banks picked up a basketball for 
the first time three years ago, and 
in his fourth year of organized 
play, Banks has become a new 
player from day one of training 
camp to now.
Banks finished every dunk in 

practice ferociously, getting frus-
trated when he would moon 
launch one off of the back of the 
rim. Banks said he finishes strong 
every time strictly out of habit.
“When I first discovered I could 

dunk, I’ve always tried to dunk 
hard,” Banks said. 

charleS McroY
McRoy came off of the bench last 
year, averaging 19 minutes per 
game — more than any other non-
starter. At six points per game, his 
scoring average ranked him fourth 
best on the team. 
 “Since I’ve been here, it’s been 
expected of every player to have 
their own leadership role. Now 
it’s becoming more vocal, telling 
these young guys where to go, 
what to do, so they can flourish.”

deMarcuS “BaeBae” danielS
 Arguably one of the most athletic 
players in the conference, Dan-
iels’ dunks made highlight blocks 
throughout last season. He was 
the  most athletic player on last 
season’s team.
UNF will likely lean on the 

bearded sophomore for big min-
utes and increased point produc-
tion at the small forward position.

two  veterans
There are five returning players this year: seniors Travis Wallace and 
Charles McRoy, sophomores Beau Beech and Demarcus “Bae Bae” 
Daniels, and redshirt freshman Aaron Bodager.  The seniors and 
sophmores have become the leaders of the team, tasked to teach the 
newcomers the ways of Division-I basketball.

two newcomers
Seven new faces were brought into the program: three transfers and 
four freshman. The new talent has impressed the returning players.
“They’ve picked it up really fast,” Beech said. “I’ve been really im-
pressed on how quick we’ve picked everything up. Romelo’s [Banks] a 
great example, the first week he was learning a hook shot and now he’s 
got two or three moves. We’re three weeks away from our first game 
and these guys have already figured it out.

UnF’s 2012 -’13 
A-sUn RAnking:

in the 
a-sun 
coaches’ 
poll

7th overall
5th defensively
9th defense rebounding

defensive rebound 
ranking is predicted 
to improve with the 

height of banks and 
the wingspan and 
jumping ability of 

davenport.

2013 - 14’ PRedictions

in the 
media 
poll5th 6th
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Hormones and 
Hashtags

Social media has snowballed into a sex machine. 
New apps are being created daily with the hopes 
of increasing everyone’s chances of getting laid.

I
t’s getting to the point where a sim-
ple “like” on Instagram or Facebook 
might have nothing to do with the 
actual content at hand, such as pho-
tos or statuses. For example, I tend 
to “like” photos of girls that I’m  
attracted to, even if the post is vio-

lently against my own hardened social media 
principles. I am confident I’m not the only one 
that does this, considering how many “likes” I 
see on attractive women’s selfies. Maybe I’m 
naïve, and maybe it’s always been like this, but 
with sites like rateyourshag.com and apps like 
Tinder and Grindr popping up more and more 
frequently, I don’t think I am.
How did this happen? When did physical in-

teraction become so boring and ineffective?
There’s something beautifully human about a 

man or woman approaching someone they’re 
attracted to — sweating slightly, hands trem-
bling, tongue stuttering and all. The key phrase 
here is “human” as opposed to “robotic.”
It makes a character statement when some-

one walks across a crowd of people to in-
troduce themselves — sure, sometimes that 

statement might be, “Hey, I do this to every 
attractive guy or girl I see, wanna’ make-out?” 
but it also might say, “Yeah, I’m about to def-
ecate myself out of fear, but it would all be 
worth it if you reciprocated my feelings to-
ward you.”
Consider the alternative option of swiping 

someone’s picture to the left or to the right — 
everyone is anonymous and no emotions  are 
at risk. Or maybe a premeditated message  is 
sent: one that took an hour and 41 minutes to 
craft — the “interaction” has been calculated 
and revised, and the sender has no immediate 
threat of rejection. This interaction likely isn’t 
at all indicative of a person’s character.
Social media has even eclipsed newage 

methods of communication. Take Snapchat 
for example. For some, it has replaced texting, 
because why would someone text with one-
dimensional words when they can add a photo  
(usually of themselves, and if the recipient is 
lucky, maybe of himself or herself nude)?
And let’s not forget about the superfluous 

news feed montage of selfies, ab pics, legs at 
the beach (hotdog pics) and whatever else 

gets the sexual juices flowing, and produces 
massive amounts of “likes” and erections.
To be clear: I’m not saying social media is the 

devil or that it’s even bad at all. It is some-
thing that is unique to our generation. We 
have adopted a system that allows the sharing 
of information on a massive scale, across vast 
distances, which is something to be proud and 
a part of.
Social media is amazing in its ability to 

connect ideas across cultures. But we need 
to acknowledge our non-cyber reality — a 
place where people are able to hang out with 
friends without a cell phone, where people 
embrace the fact that sometimes loneliness 
isn’t so terrifying. Reaching for a phone or 
a computer is like feeding antibiotics to the 
common cold. In a sense, social media can 
become a crutch, and consequently cripple 
personal independence. Don’t let that hap-
pen, and don’t forget what it’s like to look 
into someone’s eyes with the excitement  
of uncertainty.

apps that mediate romance:
We can use technology to engage in 
something that doesn’t have much to 
do with technology at all. *The follow-
ing stories do not represent the models 
pictured throughout.

BY carl roSen   opinions editor 

Photos by: 
Randy Rataj
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T he pilot announced it was now safe to 
turn our electronic devices back on. 
I stood up from my aisle seat to grab 

my bag from the overhead compartment. I 
noticed a girl a few aisles ahead of me turn 
her iPhone back on. One of the first things 
she did was open her Tinder app and check  
her matches.
I am ashamed to admit I did the same thing.
Tinder is a free dating app downloaded 

10,000-20,000 times a day, according to 
co-founder Justin Mateen. The user’s loca-
tion is used to “match” them to people also  
using the app within a certain radius. A user 
goes through recommendations, which are 
essentially mini profiles of other Tinder us-
ers in their vicinity. Recommendations can be 
dragged one of two ways. Swiping someone to 
the heart on the right signals interest, swip-
ing to the left yields an X, which means “no.”  

Tinder lets users see a few pictures, age, dis-
tance, a tagline, mutual friends and interests 
and when they were last active.
I was assigned to explore the world of Tin-

der. Hesitant to use it myself, I created a fake 
profile to conduct my research. Quite frankly, 
the thought of interacting with people who 
may not be real is disturbing. And yes, I real-
ize the irony in becoming one of the fake users  
I feared.
I can’t deny the rush of adrenaline of being 

“matched” with someone, but I also can’t deny 
how shallow I feel using the app. I would look 
at the picture for less than a few seconds be-
fore deciding whether to swipe the guy to the 
yes or no column. I felt judgmental and, dare I 
say, a little mean.
Tinder claims to rely on the power of first im-

pressions. But making a first impression based 
on a few pictures and simple facts is vastly dif-
ferent from seeing someone in person.
“It grants permission for those in our culture 

to rate others based on physical appearance 
and furthermore, it teaches us how to slash an 

‘X’ on those we find unattractive (too old, too 
short, too much facial hair),” said contributor 
to the University of Michigan’s Michigan Dai-
ly student newspaper, Carlina Duan. 
And it certaintly doesn’t make its users more 

clever. Tinder is a world of cheesy pickup lines, 
such as “Can we tell our kids we met on Tin-
der?”  It typically takes only a few chat lines, 
sometimes less, before a match asks for a 
number or to hang out.
“What are you up to?” I asked a match.
“Bored, you should come over,” he  

responded.
I didn’t reply. That was the last I heard of him. 

I soon learned the ways of Tinder. “Hang out” 
is synonymous with “hookup,” and this is the 
driving force behind Tinder.
But with every set of standards comes an ex-

ception. Out of all my matches, I managed to 
have one “real” conversation.
“Hey! How is your hump day going?” he said 

on a Wednesday afternoon.
Turns out, we shared a love for chemistry 

and aspirations to work in the medical field. 
We talked sporadically for two weeks without 
any lame pick up attempts or even a request 
for a number or a “hang out.”
Tinder has an addicting power, not just on 

me or the other girl on the plane, though.
A few weeks ago, I grabbed coffee with a 

friend I hadn’t seen all summer. She was a 
Tinder user herself. I told her about my fake 
profile. Her eyes widened and she asked if she 
could get on it. We swiped some guys to the 
heart and some to the X. We chatted with our 
matches and giggled over some of the ridicu-
lous things we said and heard.
My friend told me it was a confidence boost-

er. I could see the reasoning behind her claim. 
There is no form of rejection on Tinder. Users 
never know if another user swiped them to 
the “no” column.
Prior to my fake profile experience, I would 

never have used Tinder on my own. But I 
found myself curious as to whether my friend’s 
theory was true. So I started using my name 
and picture, promising myself to delete my 
profile as soon as I tested the theory. I hoped 
I wasn’t the kind of person to let a few flatter-
ing comments or an abundance of matches af-
fect my confidence. Sadly, my friend’s theory 
was spot-on. It was a thrill, I am embarrassed  
to admit.
Mateen said the app has to go beyond dat-

ing in order to grow. Tinder has to become 
more about relationships, friends and even 

business relationships. I know first hand that 
vision has the potential to become reality.
An aspiring musician chatted me and asked 

me to check out his band.
“Tinder being used as a marketing tool,” I  

said, “creative.”
Without any denial to my accusation, he 

asked me to listen to their new album and to 
let him know what I thought. There were no 
cheesy pick up lines. All he wanted was a fan 
and I was happy to become one. The conversa-
tion felt shockingly comfortable.
Sixty percent of Tinder users check their ac-

counts daily — many of those users check it 
five to six times a day, according to Mateen. 
Tinder has coined its own term, “Tinderitis,” 
referring to sore thumbs acquired by con-
tinuously swiping people to the left or right. 
We shouldn’t start using it as a substitute for 
seeing people in person, nor should we let it 
trap us into a shallow world. A virtual world 
doesn’t replace reality.

My friend told me 
it was a confidence 

booster. I could 
see the reasoning 
behind her claim. 

There is no form of 
rejection on Tinder.

central command station: 
Apparently Tinder has led to a few mariage 
proposals, but more times than not it is the 
device of strategic sexual missions.

‘Hanging Out ’on

Meeting a mate has undergone a few updates

BY noor aShouri   staff reporter

2 million
MATCHES OCCUR 
DAILY ACCORDING TO

 BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK

graphic by Nicole ewiNg & taylor NelsoN
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I
magine a place where a person’s ap-
pearance, sexual performance and 
overall demeanor is scored on a 1-10 
scale: where they have no control or 
access to their rating. Don’t think too 
hard, this place exists. Welcome to the 
cyber age.

The Lulu app launched in February 2013 and 
was created by Alexandra Chong. It allows 
women, who have had a Facebook account for 
at least a year, to publish reviews on men for 
other women to see. Men are rated on a 1-10 
scale, which becomes averaged if there are mul-
tiple reviews. The reviewer can also include a 
personal message and premade Lulu hashtags. 
Women can rate past hookups, a crush, a friend, 
ex-boyfriends or even a relative (if they’re into 
that kind of thing), on a series of different cat-
egories. These categories include looks, manners, 
sexual performance, ambition, etc..
And just to understand how ridiculous this all 
is, here are some of Lulu’s premade hashtags: 
#GoneByMorning, #SmellsAmazeballs, 
#WearsEdHardy, #CantBuildIkeaFurniture and  
many more.
The kicker is that men do not have access to the 
application, and if they have an existing Face-
book account, they are vulnerable to being re-
viewed. So here is an app that is marauding as 

a beacon of pseudo-feminism, which advocates 
judging men on a numerical scale and slander-
ing someone’s name in a medium where they are 
unable to defend themselves. Sounds righteous.
The app is defended, at times, as just another 
source of harmless gossip and entertainment, 
but this obviously isn’t something the men, who 
are on the chopping block, would say. And this 
brand of entertainment is akin to watching Jer-
sey Shore or other gossip based filth. If that is 
what’s cool now, don’t listen to any of this — I 
just can’t idly stand by while being criticized by 
gossipy girls, nor can I sit and look at Pauly D’s 
fresh blowout every Monday night.
Imagine this: A guy meets a girl and is wildly 
interested in her. Every sense of romanticism is 
awakened in him. This girl is something special. 
That night, or maybe some day in the future, the 
girl logs onto her Lulu app to make sure he’s 
not a rapist or murderer, and instead finds the 
recent review his mentally unstable  and bitter 
ex-girlfriend, whom he broke up with for being a 
kleptomaniac and pathological liar — obviously 
she didn’t give him the warmest rating. What-
ever chance he once had of fleshing out this 
new relationship is now tainted because some 
untrustworthy rating from a not-so-credible 
app labeled him as a swine. Sounds farfetched?  
It’s not.

Here’s the truth: Using the app can be fun, espe-
cially to get a laugh or two, but some people are 
taking whatever is posted to heart, not to men-
tion they are laughing on behalf of the noncon-
sensual exposing of someone’s private life.
Some might ask, “Well why don’t men just make 
an app of their own, like Lulu?” And it’s not that 
Lulu is this revolutionary or unique idea, it’s 
been done before and things like it have been 
around for years, but this is one of the first ones 
that has gained a dangerous amount of noto-
riety. There are at least 200,000 men reviewed 
on Lulu, and that’s low-balling it: more than 
200,000 people that are essentially being slan-
dered — some, luckily, in a positive light.
I’m not saying don’t use the app, or that people 
who use it are infidels. I am saying if you do use 
it, please consider that not everything on there 
is true. In fact, probably most of it is not true. 
Words and allegations can be incredibly harm-
ful — considering the amount of lawsuits that 
take place because of simple combinations 
of words and punctuation. The old sticks and 
stones adage isn’t exactly factual in this day  
and age.

to view a woman’s perspective on lulu, visit  
the website.

Who does                 think she is?

the lulu shakedown
Lulu provides any women with a verified 
facebook the ability to “judge” individual 
men. ever wondered what that might look 
like in person, face to face — rather, group 
of faces to face?

BY carl roSen   opinions editor 
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Like most of us, I’ve used social media  
outlets to find out which of the cute guys 

sitting next to me is single, which couples sank 
or swam, and which high school classmate was 
the first to drop out of college. 
For all the hours I have spent on social me-

dia, I have spent a proportionate number of 
hours complaining about it. Social media al-
lows us to connect with people in the form of 
words, videos and pictures; but when this idea 
is put into practice by some tactless people it 
becomes less than brilliant.
To keep your  friends’ news feeds free of filth, 

here are some etiquette suggestions for you 
social media users.

The Dont’s:

1. Outfits of the day
Pictures of you standing in front of a tall 
mirror, iPhone in your face with the hashtag 
“ootd” are annoying to people, no matter how 
awesome your outfit is (which it probably 
isn’t). If you really want the world to see your 
choice of clothing for the day, leave the bath-
room and go outside.

2. Selfies
You probably look exactly the same as you 
did yesterday or the day before, unless your 
face was mauled by a tiger. So why is it nec-
essary to show your audience something  
so obvious?

3. Complimenting yourself

Confidence is hot. Quiet confidence is hotter. 
Hashtagging pictures of yourself with #cute, 
#beautiful or #hot can be interpreted as arro-
gant. A little humility goes a long way.

The Do’s:

1. Post in moderation.
We all know that one person who floods our 
news feeds. Avoid being  that person who feels 
the need to report all their actions to their vir-
tual friends.
2. Limit your hashtagging.
Consider the length of your hashtags. Long 
hashtags are aggravating to read and most 
people just end up giving up. Plus, long series 
of hashtags are just aesthetically displeasing 
and clunky.
3. Read it out loud: does it make sense?
Spell check and be considerate. Not all of your 
followers are your best friends. Avoid saying 
things that could be misinterpreted by people 
who may not know you as well. 

According to the Pew Research Center, 72 
percent of online adults are also social me-
dia users. It has seeped its way into both our 
personal and professional lives. Use it with a 
moderate sense of elegance. 

I 
was recently Snapchatted a selfie of a 
girl with a look of disgust on her face. 
The accompanying text read, “You’re 
the weirdest snapper I’ve met.” I’m 
still not sure if that’s a good thing or 
not.

For those that don’t know, Snapchat is a mo-
bile app that allows users to send pictures and 
videos, or “snaps,” back and forth between 
friends. The catch is that the snap will disap-
pear “forever” within 10 seconds of being 
opened, so the receiver of the snap has a limit-
ed view of the message, unless they screenshot 
it, at which point the sender will be notified. 
Because of these constraints, the app has been 
utilized for more provocative content, such as, 
nudes, fecal matter and anything else that gets 
the heart rate going.
Each user has a very personalized experi-

ence with the app. During my Snapchat career 
I’ve received well over 20 penis/testicle pic-
tures, zero nudes from single females, a cou-
ple of random nudes sent by friends who were 
getting intimate with a girl (yes, people do 
this), countless selfies and an immeasurable 
amount of terrible videos. The thing is: I’m ve-
hemently against selfies, but would love for at-
tractive single girls to send me naked pictures 
of themselves.
I can’t testify to everyone else’s Snapchat ex-

perience. All I can do is present my own, and 
the experiences other people have informally 

communicated to me. So if you feel offended 
as a Snapchat user because you would never 
send or receive nudes or other provocative 
content, get over it and stop being so pious. 
It’s important to establish the true impact of 
such a popular application, even if you haven’t 
had a similar experience.
The reason why the aforementioned girl la-

beled me as a weird Snapchatter is because I 
was unaware of Snapchat etiquette, mainly be-
cause I don’t think any exist. I think each per-
son has his or her own code from other social 
media outlets that have carried over into the 
Snapchat world. This girl would send me self-
ies, and I, refusing to send a selfie back, would 
take bizarre pictures of my surroundings ac-
companied by text or some weird drawing. 
Compared to the rest of the social media 

world, Snapchat is lawless — selfies aren’t 
stigmatized as something bad, sending penis 
pics to your male friends doesn’t make you 
gay, and sending nudes of yourself to your sig-
nificant other doesn’t make you a slut. Even 
screenshots do little to deter the racy Snap-
chat spirit — if their snaps are screenshotted, 
they won’t send to that person anymore.
Despite Snapchat perpetually defying my 

personal social media code, I still enjoy using 
it. In fact, now I’ll even send selfies of my own 
on occasion (which still makes me cringe).
I try my best in life to not be a hypocrite. 

If one has strong values, I believe one needs 

to stick by those values and have resolve in 
them, but when it comes to Snapchat I’m a 
full-blown liar. And I think that’s fascinating.
Snapchat is the Wild Wild West of the social 

media world, and I’m just another person on a 
horse with a gun.
(On a side note: android users’ snap records 

can be hacked by an expert when plugged into 
a computer, so snap carefully).

Turned me into  
a hypocrite
Diving into the raunchy  
underworld that disappears

Social Media 
Etiquette 

Event includes a four-course meal 
and reference guide. Limited 

seating is available. Appropriate 
dress required.

Presented by the

R.S.V.P. by contacting Alumni 
Services at (904) 620-4723 or

unf-alum@unf.edu no later than 
Friday, Nov. 15, 2013.

Individuals who require reasonable accommodations in order to 
participate must notify Alumni Services at (904) 620-4723

at least five working days prior to the event.

Nov. 20, 6 p.m., 
Adam W. Herbert
University Center350

MILLION
“snaps”
are made
DAILY

BY noor aShouri   staff reporter

graphic by Nicole ewiNg & mel youNg
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